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        PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
Sumner Receives Grant for Officer 

 
 

Sumner, WA—On Wednesday, June 24, 2009, Sumner Police received full funding for a grant 

request of $93,682.50.  This grant is awarded by the Washington Association of Sheriffs and 

Police Chiefs in conjunction with the department of Community Trade and Economic 

Development, and the Federal Bureau of Justice.  It will fund a Sumner Police officer for a year 

to work as a gang intervention officer.   

 

“People may think it sounds funny to talk about gangs in a small city like Sumner,” said Police 

Chief John Galle.  “But, if you ignore the ‘large city’ issues, like gang involvement, they can 

come to your community too.  It’s much more effective to be proactive and keep our community 

safe rather than wait to react to situations.”   

 

The gang intervention officer will collaborate with community organizations such as Safe Streets 

and Communities for Families to ensure neighborhood livability in chronic needs areas.  The 

gang intervention officer will also be available to assist the Sumner School District in working 

with students who are susceptible to joining / becoming gangs or participating in other harmful 

behaviors.   

 

“This support couldn’t have come at a better time,” said Mayor Dave Enslow. “With the tough 

budget situation we’re facing, this funding will go a long way toward helping us provide the high 

quality of police protection and safety that we enjoy here in Sumner.”  
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